
Impressionist Literature 

Impressionism is a style of painting that was popular 
in France towards the end of the nineteenth and in 
the early twentieth century.  The leading painters 
were Manet, Monet and Renoir, samples of whose 
work can be seen in the right.  Impressionist art 
usually describes a scene or creates an atmosphere.  
Mood and feelings are more important  than clarity. 

There were also impressionist movements in music 
(led by Debussy) and literature.  Below is an 
example of the latter. 

…even in the midst of the traffic, or waking at 
night, Clarissa was positive, a particular hush, or solemnity; an indescribable pause; a 
suspense (but that might be her heart, affected, they said, by influenza) before Big Ben 
strikes. There! Out it boomed. First a warning, musical; then the hour, irrevocable. The leaden 
circles dissolved in the air. Such fools we are, she thought, crossing Victoria Street. For 
Heaven only knows why one loves it so, how one sees it so,…. 

*************************  

Classical Orders 

The classical "orders" describe a kind of 
architectural grammar, first developed in 
Greek architecture then  adapted and 
extended by the Romans. The orders 
determine the shape, proportion and 
decoration of the basic architectural 
elements: the vertical, supporting column 
(with a base, shaft and capital) and the 
horizontal, supported entablature (divided 
into three registers, from bottom to top: 
architrave, frieze and cornice). 

The orders were rediscovered and codified in reverse, with a rediscovery of the Roman orders during the 
Renaissance, only for these to then be shunned in the 18th-century by purists who dug deeper and…. 

*************************  

Ballet 

The romantic spirit of the 19th century in literature, art and music brought about a revolution in theatrical 
dance that became the Romantic ballet. This is mainly attributed to the ballerina, Marie Taglioni (1804- 
84) whose freer, more graceful movements, enhanced by a new design of costume – a gossamer, tiered 
bell-shaped skirt and fitted bodice – reflected a more poetic and imaginative dance style. In1832, her 
father, ballet-master Filippo Taglioni, devised the ballet, La Sylphide to show off her delicate, graceful 
style not seen on the Paris Opéra stage before. The theme of the ballet reflects the romantic ideal of a 
tragically unattainable love combined with an exotic setting and the supernatural – a woodland nymph 
who skims the earth on the tips of her toes (dancing sur les pointes) and also appears to fly, aided by 
various ingenious pieces of stage machinery. 

Another Romantic ballet with a theme involving the realistic world as well as supernatural elements is 
Giselle (1841). This ballet-fantastique was brought about by the collaboration of the composer, Adolphe 
Adam, with scenario writers, set and costume designers and individual choreographers …. 


