
MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE ASSIGNMENTS #11 
Processing Information E. Forming an opinion, Style G (Rhythm) 

 
1. What is the difference between syncopation and cross-rhythms? 
 

 
 
 
 
2. Sometimes composers like to gain rhythmic interest by changing metre frequently.  Indicate the metre 

(e.g. simple triple, compound duple) of each bar of this melody from Ibert’s Divertissement: 
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 Bar 1:  …….…………..;  Bar 2:  …..…..………..;  Bar 3:  …....….….……..;  Bar 4:  …….……..….. 
 
3.  Name the rhythmic devices used in these excerpts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  On a separate page, draft an answer to ONE of these questions.  You can list the points in note form, 

but include reasons and examples. Don’t write an introduction, but write out your conclusion in full.   
a)  ‘When moving from the music of Bach to jazz, we enter a different thought world.’ Do you agree?   
b) Evaluate Haydn’s contribution to the development of the symphony. 
c) Ten years separated Beethoven’s Pathétique Sonata and Fifth Symphony.  How different are they? 
d) EITHER How important is melody in the first movement of Schubert’s Fifth Symphony? OR How 

does the structure of the second movement of Schubert’s Fifth Symphony transform ternary form? 
e) Mendelssohn and Tchaikovsky are often thought of as minor composers who wrote pretty melodies 

but added little to the development of musical style.  To what extent do you agree with this opinion? 
f) Contrast the styles of Liszt and Brahms. 
g) Describe Debussy’s influence on music of the twentieth century. 
h) Is the Symphony of Psalms unique in Stravinsky’s musical output? 
i) Discuss this statement:  The most important influence that jazz musicians had on twentieth-century 

composers was in the field of rhythm. 
j) Are the tracks in Toccata: Jacques Louissier plays Bach piano solos with accompaniment, or 

integrated works for three equal partners?  Give reasons for your answer. 
 
5.  Do you see a connection between the Classical Orders in architecture (see separate file) and the 

structure of Classical Music? 

 

Britten, variations on a theme of Purcell 
 
Device:  ………………………... 

Brahms, Intermezzo op.119 no.1 
 
Device:  ………………………. 


