
PROCESSING INFORMATION 

Samples of material from each chapter 

A. Answering What The Question Is Asking 
Teachers and examiners have commented that students often lose marks because they have not related 
their answer to the question.  They may have produced an excellent essay, but it does not answer the 
question, so the marker can not give them many points for it.  Before you even begin to answer a 
question, you must…. 

 

B. Doing Research 
…You will need to do some reading and listening….  Let’s take this question:  Argue for or against the 
case (whichever you think is appropriate) that Schubert’s Fifth Symphony is like a Haydn Symphony with 
improved scoring and harmony.  Use musical evidence to support your case.  You may not know any 
Haydn Symphonies  You will need to study at least a couple of them.  When you are familiar with them, 
you will need to listen to the Schubert Symphony, and decide whether…. 

 

C. Choosing The Main Points 
…To do this, we need first to scan the article quickly, and work out what it is saying.  The best way to do 
this is to skim-read the article, looking for key words and phrases that will tell us the main points it is 
making.  Usually these will be found at… 
 

D. Relating Ideas 

…Sometimes when answering an essay question, students look up the subject in two or three books or 
websites, and copy out all or part of what they say.  This is not a good idea: 
• The tutor marking the essay does not really know whether the student has understood the subject. 
• What the articles say may not answer the question. 
• The students may not remember what they have written when sitting the final examination. 
Sometimes the different articles present different opinions or talk about different topics.  For example, if 
you are looking up overture, you may find quite different comments, because…. 

 

E. Forming An Opinion 
For most essay questions, there is no such thing as a ‘correct answer’.  There are usually different 
opinions, each of which may contain part of the truth.  If you are asked to discuss a statement, you do not 
have to agree totally with the statement.  You can agree basically with the statement, but can still mention 
opposing points of view (as long as you show why you disagree with them).  You can sometimes disagree 
with the statement totally, but you need to…. 
 

F. Studying The Sources 
… When studying set works, students must know all the main themes, and where they are in the score.  
Otherwise it is impossible to understand how the composer has used the themes.  Here is a possible essay 
question: How does Loussier modify thematic material in his arrangements of two Bach works? Compare 
this with other Bach arrangements. To answer this question well, you must:  
i. recognise the different sections in each piece…. 
 

G. Writing Examination Essays 
…Before answering the question you need to decide which order to mention your points in: 
• refer to examples of melodic development as they occur one piece at a time   OR… 
• refer to each type of development and then…. 


