
A. HISTORICAL and CULTURAL BACKGROUND 

 

1. Changes in society  
 The printing process was being used more widely.  As a result musical styles spread more quickly and 

widely around Europe, and an ‘international’ style developed. 

 The industrial revolution was putting more money in people’s hands. so they could now afford to attend 

concerts and to own instruments.   

 Because ordinary people could own instruments and their own copies of music, they wanted…. 

 

 

B. CLASSICAL STYLE 

1. Melody 

 There was usually only one melody sounding at a time.   

 The melody could always be heard clearly above the accompaniment. 

 Usually a piece or movement would have two or more contrasting melodies.   

 Some melodies might be ‘triadic’, like an arpeggio.  Some would have flowing passages like scales.   

 Many were broken up into…. 

 

 

D. THE SERENADE 

1. ‘Light’ music in the eighteenth century 

 Composers like Clementi were writing sonatinas and other simple piano pieces that were not grand 

enough for the concert platform but excellent for the salon. 

 Serenades and Divertimenti made good background music for social occasions, such as weddings.  

Many of the movements would be in the style of dances (e.g. minuets). 

2. The serenade 

 The serenade was originally a song sung by a lover under his lady’s window. 

 It would be either unaccompanied, or sung with guitar or lute. 

 Eventually…. 

 

 

E. THE PRINTED SCORE 

Mozart produced compositions quickly, and they were not published in the order in which they were 

written.  As a result, there was no reliable way of referring to them.  The scientist Ludvig von Kõchel listed 

them in what he considered to be the order in which they were composed.  The list is not necessarily 

accurate, but the numbers Kõchel gave the works are still used.  The present work is K361. 

The name “Gran Partitta” was written on the autograph score in a different hand (i.e. not by Mozart).  We 

can assume, then, that Mozart did not give the work that title.  The work is sometimes named “Serenade 

for 13 Wind Instruments”, since…. 

 

 

G. CIRCUMSTANCES OF ITS COMPOSITION 

We do not know when it was written.  Cantagrel (2005, p.206) asserts that it was first sketched in Munich 

for carnival in 1781, and completed some years later.  However this judgement does not have general assent. 

We know that four movements were performed at a concert in the Burgtheatre in Vienna in … 


